

CLAIMS 



That which is claimed is: 



1. 



An article of footwear for receiving a foot of a wearer, said article of footwear 



comprising: 



an upper for covering at least a portion of the wearer's foot; 
a sole structure attached to said upper; 

an air-filled bladder in fluid communication with ambient air and attached to said article 
of footwear; and 

a filter in fluid communication with said bladder and ambient air, said filter being 
structured to permit ambient air to enter said bladder and restrict liquids and 
particulates from entering said bladder. 

2. The article of footwear of claim 1, wherein said filter includes 
poly tetrafluoroethy lene . 

3. The article of footwear of claim 2, wherein said poly tetrafluoroethy lene is 
expanded polytetrafluoroethylene. 

4. The article of footwear of claim 1, wherein said filter includes one of the group 
consisting of high density polyethylene, ultrahigh molecular weight polyethylene, poly vinylidene 
fluoride, polypropylene, and ceramic filter materials. 
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5. The article of footwear of claim 1, wherein said filter is hydrophobic and 
oleophobic. 

6. The article of footwear of claim 1, wherein a perforated layer is located over said 
filter, said perforated layer permitting air to access said filter. 

7. The article of footwear of claim 6, wherein said perforated layer prevents large 
particles and objects from contacting said filter. 

8. The article of footwear of claim 1, wherein said bladder is located in said sole 
structure. 

9. An article of footwear for receiving a foot of a wearer, said article of footwear 
comprising: 

an upper for covering at least a portion of the wearer's foot; 
a sole structure attached to said upper; 

an air-filled bladder in fluid communication with ambient air and attached to said article 
of footwear; and 

a polytetrafluoroethylene filter in fluid communication with said bladder and ambient air, 
said filter being structured to permit ambient air to enter said bladder and restrict 
liquids and particulates from entering said bladder. 
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10. The article of footwear of claim 9, wherein said polytetrafluoroethylene is 
expanded polytetrafluoroethylene. 

11. The article of footwear of claim 9, wherein said filter is hydrophobic and 
oleophobic. 

12. The article of footwear of claim 9, wherein a perforated layer is located over said 
filter, said perforated layer permitting air to access said filter. 

13. The article of footwear of claim 12, wherein said perforated layer prevents large 
particles and objects from contacting said filter. 

14. The article of footwear of claim 9, wherein said bladder is located in said sole 
structure. 

15. The article of footwear of claim 14, wherein said filter is located in said sole 
structure. 



16. The article of footwear of claim 14, wherein said filter is located in said upper. 



